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February 29, 

2012

STORMWATER

MANAGEMENT RULE 

ADVISORY GROUP

� Objectives of Today’s Meeting

� Stormwater Management Program Update

� Review Short-term Stormwater Management (SWM) Rule 

Amendments 

� Consistency Between SWM SWRPA And Flood Hazard Area Control 

Act Rules Riparian Zone

� Provide Forum For Dialogue On Changes With Follow- Up On March 

12th

WELCOME
MICHELE PUTNAM, Director

Divis ion of Water  Quality
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SHORT TERM RULEMAKING

� Some changes to the SWM rules will be proposed 
simultaneously with the Flood Hazard Rule amendments 
(Elizabeth Dragon)

� Flood Hazard Rules

� Overview (Rob Piel)

� SWRPA/Riparian Zone (Vince Mazzei)

� Schedule

� Concurrent Proposal: Summer 2012

� Adoption by December 31, 2012

� Manufactured Treatment Devices at N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.7(c)

� Water Quality Threshold at N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.5(a)

� Water Quantity Clarification at N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.6(a)6

� Water Quality Special Water Resource Protection Area 

(SWRPA) at N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.5(h)

SWM RULE SHORT TERM AMENDMENTS
ELIZABETH DRAGON, BNPC

Divis ion of Water  Quality
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� Expanding the Verifying Entities

� Consistent with EETV Act

� Performance contract with the Department required

� NJCAT will still be a verification entity 

� Verification in accordance with Department protocols and 

processes

� Removing the requirement for Department certifications

SWM RULE SHORT TERM AMENDMENTS

MTDS, N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.7(C)

� Threshold to target increases in vehicular areas. 

� Roads, driveways, parking lots, maintenance or storage yards

� Consistent with the current application of the water quality 

standard. Areas not included: 

� Roof, lawns, walkways, patios or decks

� May include the following types of surfaces:

� asphalt, concrete, pervious paving, gravel, dirt, grass

SWM RULE SHORT TERM AMENDMENTS

WATER QUALITY, N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.5(a)
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� Clarify where to calculate runoff impacts

� Applies for each onsite drainage area.

� If the runoff from the subareas converge onsite, the point of 

confluence may be used to show compliance.

� This evaluates quantity impacts based on existing drainage 

patterns.  This will assess impacts to an adjacent parcel based 

on what runoff currently goes to that site. 

SWM RULE SHORT TERM AMENDMENTS

WATER QUANTITY, N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.6(a)6

� This is comparable to the water quality regulation at 

N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.5(d). 

SWM RULE SHORT TERM AMENDMENTS

WATER QUANTITY, N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.6(a)6



3/7/2012

5

� The proposed language for the post construction TSS 

removal rate will be 95%.

SWM RULE SHORT TERM AMENDMENTS

WATER QUALITY, N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.5(h)

� Concurrent Proposal

� Storm water Rule to be amended as part of the Flood Hazard Rule 
Proposal

� Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rule

� Proposal - Summer 2012

� Scheduled adoption - December 2012

� Draft Language to be shared 

� Riparian Zone draft 3/2012

� Bridges and culverts

� Administrative sections

� Permits by rule

� General permits

RULEMAKING SCHEDULERULEMAKING SCHEDULERULEMAKING SCHEDULERULEMAKING SCHEDULE
ROBERT PIEL,  Act ing Director  

Div is ion of Pol icy,  Implementat ion and Watershed 

Restorat ion



3/7/2012

6

� Objectives of Flood Hazard Rulemaking

� Ensure consistency between Land Use rules DWQ storm water rule

� Coastal, Flood Hazard, Freshwater Wetlands

� RZ and SWRPA 

� Develop consistent standards for the Riparian Zone and SWRPA

� Encourage Redevelopment

� Retain existing protections for sensitive areas

� Develop Permits by Rule for activities with no impact

� Develop General Permits for Activities with minor impacts

� Reduce need for waivers/hardship determinations

� Develop standards for activities that routinely receive a waiver

FLOOD HAZARD RULES OVERVIEWFLOOD HAZARD RULES OVERVIEWFLOOD HAZARD RULES OVERVIEWFLOOD HAZARD RULES OVERVIEW
ROBERT PIEL,  Act ing Director  

Div is ion of Pol icy,  Implementat ion and Watershed 

Restorat ion

SWRPA+RZSWRPA+RZSWRPA+RZSWRPA+RZ
VINCE MAZZEI ,  PEVINCE MAZZEI ,  PEVINCE MAZZEI ,  PEVINCE MAZZEI ,  PE

Divis ion of Pol icy,  Implementat ion and Watershed 

Restorat ion

1. Combine the SWRPA, the requirements of the 2008 

Administrative Order, and the 300-ft riparian zone into one 

buffer with one set of standards:

� Delete SWRPA from SWM rules

� Create hybrid 300-ft buffer in flood hazard area rules

� This will eliminate conflicts between the two rules and regulate the same 

set of waters equally

2.Harmonize jurisdiction of regulated waters with freshwater 

wetlands rules, where possible:

� Rely on definition of State Open Waters in freshwater wetlands rules, 

where possible

� This will resolve issues with waters like active quarry ponds and certain 

manmade features that need not be regulated
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3.Clarify how to determine top of bank in cases where a channel 
is not easily discernible.

4.Clarify that piped waters do not possess a riparian zone.

5. Add a number of items to Table C, which establishes limits on 
how much riparian zone vegetation can be disturbed, 
including:

� Repair and construction of septic systems 

� Hazardous substance remediation

� Solid waste facility closures

� Trails, boardwalks & footbridges

� Redevelopment activities

SWRPA+RZSWRPA+RZSWRPA+RZSWRPA+RZ
VINCE MAZZEI ,  PEVINCE MAZZEI ,  PEVINCE MAZZEI ,  PEVINCE MAZZEI ,  PE

Divis ion of Pol icy,  Implementat ion and Watershed 

Restorat ion

6.When projects exceed the limits of Table C, require proof that 

exceeding the limits is unavoidable, and no long require a 

hardship exception.

7.If activities exceed Table C, require:

� Averaging (not available along 300-ft riparian zones)

� Mitigation, such as creation, enhancement or preservation

8.Add flexibility to redevelop actively disturbed areas, such as 

lawn & actively farmed areas.

9.Provide incentives for people to develop further from streams 

and to provide creation and enhancement closer to streams. 

SWRPA+RZSWRPA+RZSWRPA+RZSWRPA+RZ
VINCE MAZZEI ,  PEVINCE MAZZEI ,  PEVINCE MAZZEI ,  PEVINCE MAZZEI ,  PE

Divis ion of Pol icy,  Implementat ion and Watershed 

Restorat ion
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Questions?


